*> 


1 


MACHYNLLETH  URBAN  DiSfrHCI  COUNCIL 

ANNUAL  jYHPCTHIL^ 
of  the 

medical  oelicer  of  heath . 

and  of  the 


Me  di  c al  Of  f i c e r 


Amelia  Evans,  I, 3c 
Town  Hall t 
Newtown. 


M.B.  j,  B <=  Ch « v D„P»H. 


Sanitary  Insy e ctor  B «,  Bro oks  Evans  3 LI . R . S . I . 

Plas  Machynlleth,. 
Machynlleth . 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28857811 


MOOTTiETK.  JRBAM  01SXRXCT  COUNCIL, 


Ch ai rman 

Hr 

O.Be 

J ones 

veiloer  s 

Maj 

or  Ec 

E Jones -Evans 

Mr 

G.K. 

Ev.  ns . 

Mr 

Llewel  jn  J enkins . 

Mr 

JELto 

Engh  . 

Mr 

1 o r we rth  R owl and s . 

Mr 

JET 

KO/iu  S o 

Mr 

T c Vangh  an . 

Mr 

R i ch  a r d l 7 i c all » 

Mr 

d ell 

Owen . 

Mr 

E.A 

J one  s . 

Mr 

H «,  A .. 

Breese . 

Mr 

R..  J 

jh'.-ii:  arcis « 

Mr 

I , C-  - 

O'  31m 

Mr 

E 11 . 

Barker  - 

SRIAPF 


Medical  Officer  ~ Amelia  Evans 
Sanitary  Inspector  - B,  Brocks  Evans 
Clerk  to  Sanitary  Inspector- 


Rhiannon  Lewis 


c 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OE  TlE  mClIXNLLBTH  URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman  8e  Gentlemen , 


I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  conditions  for  your  district  for  the 
year  1955 * 

It  is  arranged  in  accordance  with  the  Lelsh  Board  of 
Health  Circular  17/55  (Wales) . 

VITAL  STATISTICS 
Birth  s 

The  birth  rate  fcr  1955  was  15*22  per  1 , 000  population 
as  compared  with  10-15  pv.-  1 000  in  1954 . 

The  rate  for  the  it  bar  distil.  cts  in  the  County  was  15*55 
per  1,000  and  for  the  whole  of  the  County  this  rate  was  14.87 
per  1,000  population. 

There  was  1 still  birth,,  being  5*8%  of  live  births  and 
comparing  with  5%  in  1954.  The  race  for  the  urban  districts 
was  2.2%  and  for  the  whole  County  2.6% 

There  were  2 illegitimate  births  being  6.9%  of  total 
births,  compared  with  4.8%  in  1954.  In  the  urban  districts 
this  rate  was  4.6%  and  in  the  whole  County  p.0%. 

I nf ant  Mo r t a 1 n t y 

There  were  2 deaths  of  infants  under  1 year,  making  a rate 
of  71  per  1,000  live  births,  compared  with  none  in  1954,  and 
compared  with  25  per  1,000  live  births  in  the  urban  districts 
and  28  per  1,000  iin  the  whole  County. 

One  death  was  in  a female  infant  of  6 hours  and  was  due 
to  prematurity.  The  other  was  a male  infant  of  3 months  and 
death  was  due  to  diarrhoea  and  vomiting.  This  rate  is  high, 
despite  the  care  that  is  afforded  to  babies  and  eveiy  effort  is 
made  to  try  to  prevent  such  a high  infant  mortality. 

Deaths  - 

There  were  25  deaths  giving  a.  rate  of  15*59  per  1,000 
population,  compared  with  15*59  in  1954. 
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in  urban  districts  this  rabe  '.vac  ©.na  in  t.ho  whole 

County  12.57  per  1,000  pop^la+ri  on . 

There  were  2 deaths  due  to  tuberculosis.  This  gives  a rate 
of  1,087  per  1,000,000  population,  the  rate  for  urban  districts 
being  170  per  1,000,000  and  for  the  County  as  a whole  177  per 
1,000,  000  . ' 

national.  Assistance  Act,  194-8 . Section  47. 

Action  was  taken  under  this  Section  on  one  occasion.  It 
was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Council  that  an  old  gentleman 
was  living  alone  under  most  unsatisfactory  conditions.  For  a 
long  time  efforts  were  made  to  get  this  man  to  receive  help 
from  his  relatives  and  even  the  provision  of  the  Home  Help 
Service  was  offered  him.  On  two  occasions  his  home  was  cleaned 
by  the  Oouro-  X workmen  bat  X3  constantly  refused  any  offers  of 
help.  Consequently.  an  approach  was  made  to  the  Magistrate’s 
Court  for  ai  orf  r to  obte:  n his  removal  to  Llanfyllin  Home  for 
the  Aged  and  atte r the  expiry  of  this  Court  Order,  the  man 
remained  voluntarily  at  tm  ? home ; where  he  was  well  cared  for 
and  received  proper  rn 

Kor^sing 

The  Council  har!  m. xy  "backs  in  Z. 955  in  their  housing 
programme,  primairif  p in  1 g ar  I to  the  a pproach  road  to  their 
new  housing  site.  Tl-.vvevoj  these  difficulties  were  ultimately 
overcome  ana  w>.rk  was  commenced  on  the  first  part  of  a Scheme 
to  provide  94-  houses  and  1:  is  hoped  25--30  will  be  completed 
in  19360 

The  Council  is  well  aware  of  the  poor  standard  of  houses 
in  which  many  people  are  living  in  the  town  and  it  is  their 
urgent  desire  to  alleviate  these  conditions . In  most  instances 
this  will  be  a fairly  straightforward  matter  • the  rehousing 
of  families  from  substandard  houses  - but  the  Council  must  face 
its  responsibility  towards  some  families  where  there  is  gross 
overcrowding  and  insanitary  and  unhealthy  conditions. 

Public  Conveniences 

Many  letters  of  complaint  were  received  about  the  public 
conveniences  at  the  Market  Hal.  1 and  the  Council  again  had  much 
difficulty,  as  it  has  had  for  many  years in  fulfilling 
its  decision  to  provide  new  conveniences » In  the  meantime,  the 
present  conveniences  have  been  improved  as  much  as  they  possibly 
can  and  will  prove  fairly  satisfactory  until  the  Council  is 
enabled  to  proceed  with  the  erection  of  new  conveniences . 
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I would  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Council  for  the 
help  given  me  in  my  endeavours  to  improve  the  conditions  in 
this  town. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  Clerk  are  alv/ays  ready 
and  co-operative  on  many  matters  which  I might  care  to  raise 
wit a them , 

I am,  Gentlemen,, 

Y our  o b e di  e nt  s e r v an  t .. 

AMELIA  EYAIT8 „ 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


♦ - r 
Causes  of  Death  \ ^ 

Respiratory  tuberculosis 
Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  ' 
Syphi liti c disease 
| Diphtheria  j 

| Whooping  Cough  j 

| Meningococcal  infections 
j Acute  poliomyelitis  j 

j Measles  ' 

Other  infective  and  s 

parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm  of  j 

stomach  i 

Malignant  neoplasm  of 

lung  bronchus  j 

Malignant  neoplasm  of 

breast  i 

Malignant  neoplasm  of 
uterus 

Other  malignant  and 

lymphatic  neoplasms  j 

Leukaemia*  s leukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of 
nervous  system 
j Coronary  diseases  angina 
j Hypertension  with  heart. 

disease  j 

Other  heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  disease 
Influenza  \ 

Pneumonia  j 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  j 

respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  Enteritis, 
Diarrhoea* 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth  and 
abort! on  j 

Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill- 

defined  diseases  J 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide  i 
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The  diseases 


NOT IE 1 AB  J jB  JD  -uS  .rA  SBS 

which  are  notifiable  ares- 

8 c ar 1 #t  f e ve r , wh c o p ing  c o ugh  , polio my e litis  * mo ©«i es, 
diphtheria,  acute  pneumonia,  dysentery,  small  pox, 
encephalitis,  typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fever,  erysipelas, 
meningococcal  infections,  food  poisoning  and  puerperal 

py  rexi  a. 

In  19*55  one  case  of  whooping  cough  in  a girl  of  7 was 
not!  f i ed , 

TNBERCIJLO  .3 1 S 


There  were  1 new  cases  notified  in  1955?“ 

1.  A male  of  19  with  pulmonary  ‘tuberculosis. 

2,  A fema'U-  of  60  with  involvement  of  the  glands  of  neck. 

There  were  3 cases  removed  from  the  register,  two  of  these 
being  due  to  death. 


One  was  a male  with  pulmonary  'tuberculosis, 
notified  in  1955  when  age  65. 

The  sec o? id  was  a female  with  pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
notified  in  3-955  when  age  62  „ 

The  third  was  removed  from  the  register  because  of 
recovery  and  was  a man  with  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 


notified  in  1951  when  age  16. 

There  were  24  cases  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
General  Provisions  for  Health  Se^rvi_co_s_  in  me  Area 
Ambulance 

The  local  service  consists  of  the  St.John.  Ambulance  and  is 
responsible  to  the  Ambulance  Committee  of  the  County  Council  Health 


Committee » 


Telephone  - Machynlleth  158 

Sitting  car  service  All  requests  tos~ 

C ounty  H ealth  Of f i c e , 
NEWTOWN . 


Newtown  206 


Telephone 


( 


Children 8 s Officer 

This  office  is  cst abl i sh cd.  l>lie  C uimby  Coup  pi  1.  d or  th © 

ts.rs-v  of  the  Children’s  Act;..  19/18# 

l'h e Cl ildren : s Officer  is  s - 

Hr , 8 . M . Parsons , 

Ch  i 1 dr en 5 s Do p artment , 

C ount  y Office  s . W e 1 shp  0 0 1 . 

Dele  phone  - Welshpool  128 . 

The  Children’s  Reception  Home  is  at ; - 

12 , Bronvylf a, 

Wei  shp  00 1 

ie J.t;ph one  - Welshpool  109. 

Domiciliary  n-dwif  e:cy  and  Homo  Nursing 

The  c’ is t:;i. ct  is  served  bys~ 

Nurse  M,  Jones.. 

1 , A2ag  j . o na  Vi.  1 J . a s , 

Ileohynlieth . 

Telephone  - Machyr  Lieth  129c 
Health  Vi.-  iiing 

The  Health  Visitor  for  this  district  iss- 
ues E.  Jones, 

G a ewe  rn 5.  C or  ri  s . 

T e 1 e ph  0 ne  - Cor  ri s 229 
Home  Help  Service 

Home  help  is  available  in  certain  cases  on  application  to 
th  e Sup e rvi s o r ; - 

Mrs  Rc  Goodwin, 

Comity  Health  Offices,  Newtown. 

Telephone  - Newtown  201 

I would  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Council  the  invaulable 
service  offered  by  Home  Helps  especially  in  the  care  of  elderly 
people  in  their  own  houses. 
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H°sjpit_als 

The  local  hospital,  the  Me oh.yn.ll eth «,  Corris  and  Die  Ur- let 
Hospital;  is  controlled  by  the  Mid-Wales  "Regional  Hospital  Board 
based  at  Aberystwyth.  In  addition  to  Medical  and  surgical  cases 
midwifery  cases  are  also  admitted. 

Laboratory  Service 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  service  at s - 

Cardiganshire  General  Hospital, 

Aberystwyth . 

Telephone  - Aberystwyth  216. 

As  in  previous  year  the  facilities  offered  by  this 
laboratory  nave  been  freely  utilised  and  tribute  must  be  paid  to 
Dr  H.V.  Suits  -red  her  staff  who  are  always  so  willing  to  help 
with  many  technical  problems. 

Maternity  and  Phi ld_ We If are 

The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  this  service. 

The  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  at  the  Church  Hall 
Machynlleth  on  the  second  and.  fourth  Tuesday  in  each  month  in 
th  e aft  e rn  o on  - 


Tuberculosis 


The  service  is  controlled  by 

The  Chest  Physician,  Dr  G.O. 
every  Wednesday  at  11  a.m.  at  the 


the  Regional  Hospital  Board.. 

Thomas j holds  clinics 

Ch es  t Ho  sp ita 1 , Machynl 1 eth . 


Vaccination 

In  this  district  vaccination_is  carried  out  by  the  local 
General  Practitioners  and  at  the  infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

Lymph  for  vaccination  against  smallpox  can  be  obtained 
froms- 


Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cardiff. 

Diphtheria  and.  Whooping  Cough  Prophylaxis  _ 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  carried  out  at  the  age 
of  nine  months  to  one  year,  followed,  by  a booster  dose  when  the 
child  goes  to  school  at  the  age  of  5* 


(9) 


4 


The  service  is  carried  cut  by  brio  local  General 
pro ctf-v  oners  and  by  the  County  Health  Service  in  the  Infant 
Welfare  Clinic  and  in  the  local  school* 

In  addition  to  immuimsation  against  diphtheria,  protection 
against  whooping  cough  is  also  available  and  may  be  given  with  the 
diphtheria  injections.  In  such  cases  three  injections  are  given 
at  month ly  intervals  commencing  at  about  7 months. 

This  service  is  carried  out  at  the  infant  welfare  clinic. 
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S ENER AG]:;  _ AND  _ BE dAGE  DISPOSAL ♦ 

There  is  nothing  of  note  t®  17a.rr.3iit  spec..;  A.  never  on  - the  new 
disposal  work!  ore  satisfactory. 

MEAT  AND  POOD  INSPECTION. 

In  the  previous  annual  report  reierenn  was  made  jo  the  killing 
of  low  grade  animals  for  the  purpose  of  sc  mg lying  manufacturing 
quality  meat  to  a Liverpool  e ^ tall i 0: :m<  nv 


This  work  continued,  for  some  ti 
of  the  kill  was  inspected.  iv  qua.i 
that  detailed  examination  of  met  c 
proportion  of  the  cattle  west  v: v. 


r.c  dur i ng  t.h y >.w  and  the  whole 
ity  of  the  r ..A:;  Is  killed  was  such 
reuse  was  '-scential  and  a high 
c be  inf v few  wroth  tuberculosis. 


(J 


This  work,  although  difficult,  was  dono  Gnor-iigiii;y  &r.&  was 
carried  out  each  day  to  the  exclusion  of  other  duties. 

;i  c pro:,  irately  34%  of  the  cattle  were  affected  by  tuberculosis  „ 
The  In  w vacation  of  the  tuberculosis  followed  the  pattern  of  the 
figures  given  in  the  1954  report.  The  meat  inspection  work  was 
regularly  carried  out  throughout  the  year. 

fCrf  fig 

it. ring  the  year  116  houses  were  provisionally  scheduled  as 
sub-standard  and  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  Council’s  ’’slum-clearance” 
programme  * 

In  addition  26  further  houses,  now  derelict  or  semi-derelict, 
following  the  pre-war  slum  clearance  programme,  are  to  be  dealt  with. 

There  were  no  houses  being  built  during  the  year  but  site 
preparation  works  were  in  progress  during  the  year  on  a site  for 
94  houses  aw  T a.  oral  It. 

NUISANCE  Elf 

Number  of  inform'’'.  ■ wtices  served  - 44 

Ana lyses n~ 

Housing  defy  -jS  - 12 

3 a u i t a r y d e f ectr  - 18 

Nuisances  generally  " 6 

Camping  ■-  1 

Rodent  Centro 1 - 5 

Smoke  Nuisance  - 1 

44 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  - 2 

Analyses s.~ 

Housing  Defects  - 2 
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